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Is independent study an extension method that will reach urban adults?
Can independent study contribute to solving some problems of the urban
crisis? The authors believe it can. They say independent study is appealing,
has a liberal admission policy, and allows the adult to study at his own rate—
and while he holds a full-time job. But to be effective, independent study
must expand its curricula to include courses like criminology, theory and
principles of community development, urban sociology, and Afro-American

literature.

What opportunities do leaders
in continuing education have to ad-
vance adult learning in the nation’s
complex urban centers? At first
glance, you might say few, if any.
However, on closer observation, you
may claim that continuing education
through independent study can and
is presently meeting the needs of
many adults who are exposed to ur-
ban living demands.

A complex mixture of urban
activities does in fact exist. These
conditions, however, shouldn’t ex-
clude the possibilities of indepen-
dent study being valuable to a vast
number of adult residents.?

The Urban Crisis

Viewing the learning needs
from a different perspective, you

might ask, “What is the urban crisis
in the eyes of independent study?”
Urban crisis is more than a ghetto.
It’s more than an improperly fur-
nished and overcrowded community
school. It encompasses a wide vari-
ance in economic levels, ethnic
groups, and value systems. Urban
crisis is definitely something more
than crime in the streets, even
though crime may well be a regular
symptom of distress and turmoil.
These points can be considered nor-
mal ingredients the urban dweller
must learn to live and cope with.?
More adult leaders should re-
alize that the urban problem is more
than blighted ghettos with ill-con-
structed housing, cramped educa-
tional facilities, and a mounting rate
of crime.* The urban crisis involves
all people in metropolitan areas, in-
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cluding the housewife who’s dissatis-
fied with her surroundings, the serv-
iceman who returns from Vietnam
to find he can’t get a job, the teacher
who doesn’t remain up to date with
current events or new teaching
methods, or any adult who harbors
petty hatreds toward people with a
different color of skin. Thus, the
pool of potential learners in urban
areas is indeed quite large!

Independent Study

It’s truly a complex mixture of
people and ideas that constitutes the
urban crisis. It’s people of all ages
independent study is striving to serve.

William G. Shannon, executive
director of the American Associa-
tion of Junior Colleges, recognizes
these facts as he warns:

There is an urgency, then,
that characterizes our present so-
cial and educational situations
dictating a need for a close look
at what we’re doing and calling
for prompt, responsible action.®

Now is the time for all forms of
education, including independent
study, to perceive the entirety of the
problem—the whole picture.

Independent study can offer
urban adults not just 8 or 12 years
of schooling, but continuing, life-
long education. It should provide
education to all people, whether
they’re students, parents, factory
workers, or housewives. As Shan-
non recently stated:

. . . every person . . . should have
a chance to develop his talents

through education and society
should help provide this oppor-
tunity for its survival.®

Modern independent study
with all the innovative aids to learn-
ing has far greater appeal than the
earlier, sterile, drab approach of one
textbook frequently found in out-
moded correspondence courses.

Advantages of Independent Study

Independent study, compared
to earlier traditional correspondence
study, provides several advantages
in its quest to advance adult learn-
ing opportunities to those caught in
the urban crisis.

In general, independent study
is an appealing form of adult edu-
cation.” Recent research by the State
University of Iowa concerning inde-
pendent study showed that the
largest number of enrollees “are se-
cured from the age group 20 to 35.”®

The independent study method
has a far more liberal admissions
policy than many formal courses.
For example, an individual, who
wants to complete his high school
education, can prepare through in-
dependent study for a certificate,
diploma, or achievement of equiva-
lency, now essential for many adults
to find employment or advance to a
better position.

Two more advantages of inde-
pendent study which go hand-in-
hand are the ability to study at one’s
own rate and the opportunity to
learn while working. An individual
doesn’t have to leave home or work
to continue his education.
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When an adult has completed
an independent study course or is in
the process of completing the sub-
ject matter, he develops a sense of
self-sufficiency and pride. He knows
he can do the work and has the abil-
ity to compete with others in the
game of life. Self-sufficiency through
educational skills helps the adult
cope with his massive urban
demands.

Projections for Independent Study

Broadly based independent
study programs should be imple-
mented to help bring added educa-
tional opportunities to residents of
urban areas.

Alert extension educators can
render a valuable service by op-
erationalizing many of the courses
that are relevant to specific clientele
groups in the ghetto community.
For example, independent study
departments can expand their cur-
ricula to include criminology, theory
and principles of community devel-
opment, ethnic minorities in the
United States, racial and cultural re-
lations, urban sociology, and Afro-
American literature.” These courses
can be expanded to a full-credit ba-
sis to better inform all adults of the
increasing urban problems and their
causes and effects. The curricula
should be continually updated and
expanded to meet today’s demands.

On a noncredit basis, a review
course that may lead to a certifica-
tion of high school equivalence can
be offered to all American adults. In
addition, other noncredit courses
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can be explored and offered on a
trial basis. Such a curriculum will
help develop the adult’s knowledge
and skills in areas such as electron-
ics, radio, mechanics, photography,
and computers. Other practical
noncredit offerings include child
rearing, delinquency prevention,
self-discovery, and youth leadership.

University independent study
departments should communicate
closely with state employment
agencies, welfare agencies, prisons,
homes for unwed mothers, and vo-
cational rehabilitation centers.*
These contacts will often help bring
educational programs to the so-
cially, economically, and educa-
tionally disadvantaged.

Independent study represent-
atives often travel through metro-
politan areas to meet inner-city and
suburban school counselors, county
youth agents, and teachers of adults.
These efforts bring about a closer
working relationship between urban
educators and independent study
departments and help to meet the
needs of adult learners through rele-
vant educational programs.

One measure of effectiveness
for independent study in urban
areas is revealed by the University
of Missouri-Columbia’s enrollment
from the St. Louis and Kansas City
urban areas. Over 33 percent of all
independent study enrollments dur-
ing 1968-69 came from these 2 popu-
lation centers. During this time, the
Independent Study Department en-
rolled more than 12,000 people.

The potential for expanding
independent study into the urban



community is evidenced in a more
recent monthly report from the Uni-

versity of Missouri-Columbia cam-
pus. Table 1 illustrates this trend.

Table 1. New independent study enroliment for May, 1970,
for the University of Missouri-Columbia campus.*

Source Number
of of
enrollment enrollees
Six urban Missouri counties 158
Balance of other 114 Missouri counties 143
Out of state 152
Total for month 453

* “New Independent Study Enrollment for May,” University of Missouri

Extension Newsletter, July 10, 1970.

Note that 6 urban counties in
Missouri provided more than 50
percent of the new independent
study enrollment during the month
of May. At the same time, 108
counties provided less than 47 per-
cent of the in-state enrollment.

In summary, more than half of
the new enrollments are in fact com-
ing from the urban centers. In actual
practice, the inner-city dweller has a
great deal to gain by individual
study when items of reward like a
high school diploma are available
through independent study.

We believe modern indepen-
dent study can be used as an effec-
tive method of attacking the urban
crisis. Its teaching techniques can be
numerous and varied, thereby in-
creasing the chances of appealing to
more adult learners. The 70s will no

doubt bring an even greater need for
the urban dweller to become more
involved in the process of individual
development and lifelong learning.
Hopefully, Extension, through in-
dependent study methods, will share
equitably in this all-important chal-
lenge to American education.
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