Abstracts

Liberal Education Reconsidered: Reflections on Continuing Education
for Contemporary Man. James B. Whipple et al., 1969. 114 pp.
Available from Syracuse University Press, Syracuse, N.Y. 13210.
$2.50.

These papers constitute a terminal report of the staff of the Center for
the Study of Liberal Education for Adults. Liberal education, defined as
a concern for man, is the common thread running through the papers, as
reported by the contributors. In addition to a paper devoted to a defini-
tion of liberal education, discussions are included on the role of liberal
education in professional development and leisure pursuits, and liberal
education’s relationship to the growth and development of urban society
and to what new science is teaching.

Extending Cooperative Extension Education to Mexican-American Fami-
lies: Programs, Methods, and Evaluation (A Report of a Research
Study, El Paso, Texas 1962-1967). Daniel C. Pfannstiel and Starley
M. Hunter. 96 pp. Available from the Agricultural Extension Service,
Texas A & M University, College Station, Texas 77843.

A study aimed at identifying the most effective methods (both tradi-
tional and new) for reaching Mexican-American families with Extension
educational programs is reported. Content involved foods and nutrition,
clothing, home management, consumer education, and family life educa-
tion. Data from a 1962 bench mark study, a 1964 evaluation study, and
a 1968 terminal study are reported.

Educational Issues in a Changing Society. Edited by August Kerber and
Wilfred R. Smith. 1968 (third edition, revised). 468 pp. Available
from Wayne State University Press, Detroit, Michigan 48202. $3.95.
Papers included are organized under the following categories: educa-

tion amidst technological and social change; the purpose of education;
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the equalization of educational opportunity; freedom and control in edu-
cation; financing; assessment; the teaching profession; organizing for bet-
ter schools.

When You Preside. Sidney S. Sutherland. 1969 (fourth edition). 190
pp- Available from the Interstate Printers & Publishers, Inc., Danville,
Illinois 61832. $4.95.

Written for those who take the lead in community, civic, and business
affairs, this book deals with general principles and practices of leadership
and with conducting specific kinds of meetings.

The Prediction of Creativity and Achievement. Raymond B. Cattell and
H. John Butcher. 1968. 386 pp. Available from The Bobbs-Merrill
Company, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana 46206. $9.00.

“The aim of this book,” according to the authors, “is to advance our
systematic understanding of the manner in which differences in personal-
ity, motivation, and ability lead to differences in achievement and crea-
tivity.” Focus is on formal learning but concern is expressed for convert-
ing potential into actual professional attainment. Such topics are dealt
with as the following: the nature of abilities; relationships of abilities to
scholastic achievement; measuring personality, motivation, and interests;
association of environmental factors and achievement; prediction, selec-
tion, and cultivation of creativity.

Preventive Intervention in Social Work. Ludwig L. Geismar. 1969. 129
pp- Available from Scarecrow Press, Inc., Metuchen, N.J. 08840.
$4.00.

The idea of prevention as conceived in medicine is applied to social
work in this monograph. The author’s stated intention is to “define the
concept of preventive intervention and to apply it to a practice situation
in which prevention hypotheses can be tested empirically.” He examines
the concept in relation to changing family functioning, reporting case
studies on three families at different levels of functioning who received
preventive services.

Education Evaluation: New Roles, New Means (The Sixty-eighth Year-
book of the National Society for the Study of Education, Part 1I). Ed-
ited by Ralph W. Tyler. 1969. 409 pp. Available from The University
of Chicago Press, Chicago, Illinois 60637. No price listed.

This yearbook seeks to describe and explain developments taking
place in educational evaluation and to discuss critically their implica-
tions, according to the editor. The bulk of the volume is devoted to new
developments in evaluation. Also included are discussions of (1) a his-
torical review of changing conceptions of education, (2) major theoreti-
cal issues involved in changing from old to new patterns, (3) the poten-
tial of new technologies and gaps in available techniques and instru-
ments, and (4) an appraisal of the status of evaluation.
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Reasoning with Statistics: Simplified Examples in Communications Re-
search. Frederick Williams. 1968. 182 pp. Available from Holt, Rine-
hart and Winston, Inc., New York, N.Y. 10017. $4.95.

The main goal of this book, as stated by the author, is “to aid the
reader in understanding studies involving statistical methods, rather than
to prepare him to use such methods.” It is gauged, he says, for persons
who need to be knowledgeable readers of quantitative research but who
lack the desired statistical background. Materials range from basic con-
cepts to (1) statistical methods for assessing differences and (2) meth-
ods for assessing relationships.

Neighborhood Organization for Community Action. Edited by John B.
Turner. 1968. 220 pp. Available from The National Association of
Social Workers, 2 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. $2.50.

The results of a project aimed at surveying and analyzing experiences
of selected neighborhood action programs in a number of cities are in-
cluded in this report. Papers are included dealing with such major prac-
tice issues as: neighborhood action and lower-class life style; social
movement among the poor; the influence of community setting on neigh-
borhood action, goals, and means for social change; and staff role in
neighborhood organization. Conference discussions on these issues and
the relevance of citizen organizations are also reported.

The Distribution of Authority in Formal Organizations. Gene W. Dal-
ton, Louis B. Barnes, and Abraham Zaleznik. 1968. 229 pp. Avail-
able from Division of Research, Harvard Business School, Boston,
Massachusetts 02163. $6.00.

The case study reported is concerned with change and authority—an
analysis of the actions of a top executive who sought to alter formal or-
ganization and the responses received in terms of effect on authority
structure. The results of dealing with one situation over time indicated
that changes in behavior and attitude were not uniform in the depart-
ments where reorganizations were undertaken; but they were closely re-
lated to changes in authority. Among the questions raised in interpreting
findings is whether a rational basis can be found for choosing one design
for formal organization over another.

This Is Teaching. Lawrence D. Haskew and Jonathon C. McLendon.
1968 (third edition). 496 pp. Available from Scott, Foresman, and
Company, Glenview, Illinois 60025. No price listed.

This volume is divided into three parts: text, a reference manual, and

a selection of readings. Each of these three divisions are organized

around four parts: (1) the elements of education, (2) the organization

of education, (3) the profession of teaching, and (4) foundations of ed-
ucation.
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Dimensions of Effective Counseling: Cognitive Flexibility and Psycholog-
ical Openness in Counselor Selection. Thomas W. Allen and John M.
Whiteley. 1968. 192 pp. Available from Charles E. Merrill Publishing
Co., Columbus, Ohio 43216. $3.25.

The notions of cognitive flexibility and psychological openness are de-
scribed as important dimensions in effective counseling. Cognitive flexibil-
ity is defined as “the capacity to think and act simultaneously and ap-
propriately in a given situation.” Psychological openness refers to the de-
gree of self-awareness a person has—for his own feelings, yearnings, im-
pulses, and imagining.

Simulation Games in Learning. Edited by Sarane S. Boocock and E. O.
Schild. 1968. 279 pp. Available from Sage Publications, Inc., Beverly
Hills, California. No price listed.

Games with simulated environments as teaching devices is the concern
of this collection of papers. The kind of games of concern are intended
to teach, and refer mainly to high school students. For the practitioner,
the book is considered as an introduction to a “powerful educational
technique.” In addition to a selection of papers concerned with a ratio-
nale for using games, one group reports on the impact of games on learn-
ing, as a means of demonstrating the potential. A second group reports
on investigations into conditions that affect the impact of games. Another
group speculates on directions the field may take. Such games are char-
acterized as “a kind of caricature of social life”—a magnification of
some aspect of social interaction.

Who’s Running This Town? Ritchie P. Lowry. Harper Torchbook edi-
tion, 1968. 256 pp. Available from Harper & Row, Publishers, Scran-
ton, Pennsylvania 18512. No price listed.

Based on data collected in the late 1950’s, observations are reported
on the people, daily public life, and leadership problems in a rapidly
changing small community in the Western United States. Analyses of the
data are organized around the culture of the community and its leader-
ship and social structure. An addendum (1968) deals with important
questions raised about the work, first published in 1965.

Programming for Disadvantaged Youth. U. G. Word, Jr. 1968. 70 pp.
MP 106, Agricultural Extension Service, University of Arkansas, P.O.
Box 391, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203.

Findings from the Arkansas Special Youth Project are reported in this
publication. It includes descriptive information on participants in the
special four-county program and their families, resources used in the
project, the types of subprofessional leadership involved, an analysis of
literature used, responses to recognition and incentives, and types of pro-
grams included. The project was based on the “demonstration, observa-
tion, and evaluation of program action.”
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Communication and Communication Systems in Organization, Manage-
ment, and Interpersonal Relations. Lee Thayer. 1968. 375 pp. Avail-
able from Richard D. Irwin, Inc., Homewood, Illinois 60430. $8.50.
The author characterizes this book as presenting some useful tools for

thinking about communication and communication systems. It is ad-
dressed to the practicing administrator in whatever type organization he
may function. General categories of content include (1) the nature and
dynamics of human communication, (2) communication, messages, and
communication systems, (3) the functions of communication, (4) tech-
nology and techniques, and (5) theory and research.
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